
 

Friends of Nillumbik Inc.  

Working in the public interest to protect biodiversity, rural landscape, neighbourhood character and  
good governance, in a sustainable Green Wedge shire. 
 

BULLETIN - DECEMBER 2022 

Dear supporters and associate members, 

Welcome to our final Bulletin for 2022. You’ll find updates on recent events, forthcoming activities, and articles to 

keep the cogs well-oiled. 

We wish you warm season’s greetings and hope to connect with you in the New Year. 

 

Who we live with  

 

Abundant rains have generated a significant response in floral 

growth – both introduced and indigenous plants. Among them 

are Nillumbik’s much-loved lilies and orchids which have been 

flowering profusely. Those that escaped being munched and 

were pollinated by obliging insects, are now swollen with seed. 

Many of Nillumbik’s Reserves protect a diversity of flora and 

fauna. These can give us terrific guidance for which flowers 

attract which insects, and what to plant in the garden given soil 

type, slope, moisture and protection from sun and wind. We are 

incredibly fortunate to live in this area where we can observe 

these details, and the diversity of creatures who also call this 

place home.  

For some fabulous photos and fascinating 

information about orchids and their tiny 

insect pollinators have a look at the articles 

listed at the end of this Bulletin.  

As days are (slowly) warming up, we have 

seen increases in activity – birds courting 

and nesting, native wasps and bees buzzing 

about feeding, and reptiles such as weasel 

skinks and various snakes basking.  We all 

know how important it is to respect these 

creatures and their place in our ecosystems, 

and give them the space they need. Snakes 

trigger fear – or at least a good adrenalin 

rush – in many people, and the best we can 

do is let them be and admire them from a safe distance.  It pays to be careful when lifting old sheets of tin or 

weeding as their wonderful colouring can make them tricky to spot. It’s important to remember that in Australia, 

many more people die from riding horses than they do from snake bites (on average, two people per year). 

There’s rarely a need to cause a great fuss – this only increases the likelihood of an agitated animal feeling like it 

needs to defend itself.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Festivals   

 

Our stall at the Wattle Festival in August was highly 

successful with many people visiting us for a chat 

about Nillumbik, the Green Wedge, and ways we can 

all participate in conservation.  

We were located in the lovely, grassy grounds of 

Allwood House and enjoyed the sunny weather. We 

would like to thank those supporters who assisted us 

at the stall. It was great catching up with old friends. 

Eltham Rotary Festival has been postponed as heavy 

rain rendered the grounds unsuitable for traffic. It has 

been rescheduled for the 4th and 5th of March, 

2023. We hope to see you there. Again, we will call 

on friends and supporters to come along and spend a 

couple of hours keeping the smiles going at our stall. 

 

 

<  Friends of Nillumbik Committee members,     

     Henry and Don, greeting festival-goers 



Planning   

Council’s review of the Municipal Planning Scheme (MPS) Phase 3 has concluded.  

The next step is a draft amendment to the Planning Scheme. Stay tuned. Details are on the Council website. 

VCAT win! Proposed Hurstbridge Childcare Centre at 782 Heidelberg/Kinglake Rd, has been refused by VCAT. 

In her summing up VCAT Member Alison Glynn said, “Overall I find the proposal does not achieve net 

community benefit. I therefore have determined to affirm the decision of the Council. No permit is issued…….” 

This is great news for Hurstbridge Township Planning. It is good to see the Nillumbik Planning Scheme and the 

Hurstbridge Township Strategy being given due recognition by VCAT. We commend the Council for its decision 

to refuse the permit and thank those residents who maintained their objection to this inappropriate 

development. Click here to read the full findings. 

14 Barreenong Rd, Cottles Bridge is in the news again, having been recently sold. We do not know what the 

new owners plan to do on this site but buyer beware! This tiny 0.76ha treed lot is in the Rural Conservation Zone 

(RCZ) and the chances of a successful dwelling application are not high despite the misleading ‘residential land” 

agent’s promotion. In 2017 VCAT upheld Council’s refusal of a permit. A deciding factor was bush fire risk. It 

would be a brave Council that approved a building there now, especially with current talk of buy backs in climate 

impacted areas. We are reminded that the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission recommended against putting 

more people/families in harm’s way in bushfire prone areas. 

37 Dering Street, Diamond Creek. FoN is very concerned about this proposal for ten units on this small 0.665ha 

site with narrow access and egress. Its proximity to a contaminated area (50 Fraser St) directly uphill and abutting 

37 Dering St., leads to concerns about polluted run-off and severe drainage issues. How these environmental 

problems will be managed is not addressed adequately. This is an overdevelopment of the site and increasing 

traffic along this hilly, narrow winding road is concerning. There were many objectors, including FoN and a virtual 

Consultation meeting was held on 12/12/2022 at 5pm. Minutes of this meeting may be published on Council’s 

website and we will keep you posted. 

ELTHAM development - an application for a 5 storey development was refused by VCAT in 2019. The developer 

is now asking for 4 storeys and 2 basements. FoN is submitting again. Click here for details, with thanks to ECAG 

 

FoN website and Facebook page 

We hope you will visit our website from time to time.  http://www.friendsofnillumbik.org/ 

You can access our Facebook page via the Facebook symbol on the top right hand corner of our website.  

Good news! We have updated our Facebook page to advertise our latest offer of advice on Planning and VCAT, 

Environmental issues, Local Laws, Neighbourhood Character and Green Wedge Protection. We are not experts 

but with over 20 years’ experience dealing with Council matters on behalf of the community we will do our best 

to answer your enquiries. Send a private message to our page, Friends of Nillumbik.  

Alternatively, you can email us mail@friendsofnillumbik.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/vic/VCAT/2022/1266.html?context=1;query=nillumbik;mask_path=au/cases/vic/VCAT
https://mailchi.mp/587e223328ca/as-we-feared-a-pre-xmas-massive-development-proposal-for-eltham-town-centre-objections-by-13th?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
http://www.friendsofnillumbik.org/
mailto:mail@friendsofnillumbik.org


More…  

This is a shameless plug for Friends of Warrandyte State Park (FOWSP), a volunteer organisation that is one of 

the largest and most active of the 'friends' groups in Victoria. The Warrandyte State Park is the closest State Park 

to Melbourne and extends roughly along the Yarra River from Eltham out to St Andrews in both connected and 

unconnected reserves including the Warrandyte-Kinglake Nature Conservation Reserve. It includes habitat for 

rare and endangered species such as the Powerful Owl and Eltham Copper Butterfly, and many plants that are 

only found in this region. There are numerous accessible areas for picnicking, walking, canoeing/kayaking and 

discovering the gold history of Warrandyte. 

FOWSP fosters awareness of the natural values of the park; propagates tens of thousands of plants each year for 

establishment and regeneration of bushland and for public sale; works alongside Parks Victoria on biodiversity 

protection and habitat regeneration; and provides information on indigenous plants, weeds and bushland 

conservation. 

The plant nursery is open to the public on Thursdays from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm, except between Christmas and 

New Year. Volunteer activities on the same day include plant propagation at the nursery, and the Thursday 

Activity Group conducts planting, weeding and bush regeneration across the park, leaving the nursery from 9.00 

am. New volunteers are very welcome! 

http://fowsp.org.au/  

https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/warrandyte-state-park  

Links  

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofnillumbik.org/ 

https://nossaorg.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/pterostylisoverview2017sec.pdf  Orchids & pollinators 

https://nossa.org.au/tag/orchid-pollinators/ Website of the Native Orchid Society of South Australia. Provides 

information for that area and beyond, including Victorian species and their pollinators. 

https://www.anosvic.org.au/  Australasian Native Orchid Society (ANOS), Victoria & Geelong Groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank you for your continuing support and for taking the time to read this bulletin.  Your feedback is valued 

so let us know what you would like to see in your FoN bulletins.  Email us at mail@friendsofnillumbik.org 

You have received this email because your email address is on our supporters/associate members list.  If you no 

longer wish to receive these bulletins, send a reply to: fon_supporters-leave@friendsofnillumbik.org 

http://fowsp.org.au/
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/warrandyte-state-park
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofnillumbik.org/
https://nossaorg.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/pterostylisoverview2017sec.pdf
https://nossa.org.au/tag/orchid-pollinators/
https://www.anosvic.org.au/
mailto:mail@friendsofnillumbik.org
mailto:fon_supporters-leave@friendsofnillumbik.org

