
 Mayor Coleman has called an in 
camera meeting (closed to the 
public) for Tuesday 12th May 2015 
to award the contract to a builder of 
the Eltham Town Square. One 
Councillor is unable to attend and it 
is no secret who the four council-
lors are who will support the motion 
to spend a further $2.45 million on 
this project. The next 5 days are 
your last chance to stop councillors 
wasting even more of our money. 
We welcome the extension to the 
square as always planned. We 
embrace the planned amenities, 
artwork, partial screening of the 
carpark and provision of enjoyable, 
accessible spaces for all.  
Our points of concern as a group of 
citizens are: 
Council entering into a commer-

cial enterprise agreement  
Commercial building on a public 

square - a café already dupli-
cates what’s on offer by sur-
rounding cafes  

The total amount of money spent 
on this project (over $3 million 
estimated to be spent when 
complete) 

 
It seems  
the community was never given 

an option of a no commercial 
building on the square  

$800,000 has already been 
spent (feasibility studies/property 
reports etc) to prop up business 
case  

more objections than letters of 
support were received by Council 
including a 400+ signature peti-
tion against commercial buildings 
which has been ignored  

 
If it fails to attract interest as a café, 
it may end up a two dollar shop or 
fast food outlet.  
 

EXPRESS YOUR OUTRAGE TO YOUR 
COUNCILLORS NOW! 

The Parish Pump 
ELTHAM : COMMUNITY OUTRAGE BUILDS OVER  
COUNCIL PLANS FOR  CAFÉ  IN TOWN SQUARE! 

6  M A Y   2 0 1 5   

Peter Perkins (current serving Cr 
for Diamond Ck district and 
former Mayor) 
Cr Klein will return for the next 
full Council meeting in late May 
for which I had proposed a mo-
tion to halt awarding of the con-
tract but Mayor Coleman has 
chosen to call an extraordinary 
meeting on May 12th knowing 
the full Council cannot be pre-
sent. It is going to be hard for 
Nillumbik to make a case to the 
state government to seek an 
exemption from rate capping 
when it  has money to spend on 
a café. 
   

Sigmund Jorgensen (former Mayor 
and Cr for Eltham district ) 
Council awarding itself a permit to 
lease a commercial premises? The 
restaurant is total bunkum and a 
disgrace as it opens the way for 
one of the big chains to take the 
tender as they will outbid the little 
guys 
 
Greg Johnson (former mayor and 
Cr for Eltham district) 
We were advised by our officers 10 
years ago that spending on a com-
mercial venture in a shopping cen-
tre should not be the business of a 
council. What a dreadful waste of 
time and money, which began 
when Cr Michael Young ignored 
this advice and since 2006 has 
continued to pursue his obsession 
with eateries on the square. Former 
local MP Steve Herbert conducted 
a survey which revealed most 
residents wanted less concrete, 
more greenery and better seating.  
. 
Margaret Jennings (former mayor 
and Cr for Eltham district) 
The original square was built with 
money we had left after land swap-
ping with Safeway, no borrowings. 
It seems what has been spent to 
date on planning the extension to 
the square would probably have 
been enough to upgrade the ex-
tended area now!  
 
Whatever the outcome over the 
next few weeks, four Councillors 
are going to have to take responsi-
bility for spending over $3 million, 
when, without a commercial build-
ing, possibly only a million would 
have been needed because there 
would have been no requirements 
for feasibility studies or property 
reports at all. 
 
 

 
PUBLISHED BY 
CONCERNED  
NILLUMBIK 
 CITIZENS 

IN THE  
INTERESTS OF 

 INFORMED PUBLIC 
DEBATE  

 

Meera Govil (Eltham book-
shop) 
A delegation of concerned 
citizens met at our local 
state MP Vicki Ward’s office 
on Monday 4th May. This 
was primarily because 
Council doors seem to be 
slamming shut in our face 
and the replies are filled 
with weasel words. The 
meeting determined that 
there had been an extraordi-
nary lack of communication 
by the Council and that 
citizens had the right, and 
indeed the responsibility, to 
lobby ALL the councillors 
not to award the tender 
even though it is the 11th 
hour. Council Chambers 
will be shut to the public at 
this extraordinary meeting 
on May 12th. One citizen has 
been refused access to 
information. He is now 
seeking FOI. 

“Eltham is under attack from numerous commercial development on every avail-
able inch! Should Nillumbik Council, the custodian of our public land, adopt the ‘if 
you can’t beat them, join them,’ attitude as it follows the trend.” Cr Peter Perkins.  

If you object to plans for Council to invest in a risky commercial venture using 
your funds contact your councillor now!  See overleaf for contact details  



what about the Eltham Jazz festival which is in need 
of an over hall?? For another discussion which I 
would be keen to have. A well serviced amenities/
toilet block would be welcome by many. 
 If you look at places like Edendale farm you see a 
place that is under-utilised and has a terrible and tiny 
cafe. If you really want another restaurant/ cafe why 
not improve what is down there? It is far enough 
away from existing businesses in the township and 
requires some work. 
  
We need to support our existing businesses to re-
main open and viable. This area on the whole is 
gentrified enough, let's get back to what Eltham is 
really about. Rate payers money should be spent on 
supporting the welfare of our most vulnerable, the 
arts, roads and access and protecting the environ-
ment by enhancing what we have not destroying it. 
 I have not been made aware of any community 
consultation to date and nor have many people I 
have enquired with either. I only know about this 
hideous proposal from shopping in one of the local 
retailers. I think if more people knew about this they 
would be vehemently against it. kind regards Frank 
St 
  
While I changed my living address six months ago, 
from Eltham to East Doncaster , I retain an interest in 
issues affecting what used to be a gentle place 
peopled by many with creative skills.  I abhor what is 
happening now ! Does no one cook and eat at home 
anymore ? I am totally opposed to the approval for 
the building of another restaurant , and equally op-
posed to the council meeting in camera which 
smacks of ( a ) cowardice ,or ( b ) fear that council-
lors will lose  control of the agenda and the meeting 
generally !  Grandstanding Wimps ! 
   
It is totally outrageous for the council to spend $ 2.45 
million dollars on a restaurant in the Town Square -I 
can only assume that if it is built then it will be ten-
dered out in the normal way such that one of the 
chains of fast foods restaurants could get an opening 
in the middle of the town - is this what the councillors 
want - The Golden Arches comes to Eltham or per-
haps Hungry Jacks or Kentucky. After all the highest 
tender will no doubt receive the space. It is so bla-
tantly stupid - if they have money to spare then why 
not extend the library to  include an Art Gallery/
meeting place they already have the plans that Greg 
Burgess produced. Sigmund Jorgensen OAM 
   
It appears that vested interests have taken prece-
dence over the rights of ratepayers, and the duties of 
elected councillors.  I totally disagree with the con-
cept of the 80 seat cafe., as it is an inappropriate use 
of taxpayers rates, and an inappropriate develop-
ment of what is supposed to be public space. 
kind regards, Kath Baldini 
 ...am incensed that this is planned - totally unneces-
sary and absolute madness to take up valuable 

space. 
Elaine Wightman 
  
 ...we as residents of Eltham had no idea this was 
what the council had planned for our Town Square.  
As informed residents we can now object to these 
plans and hopefully if more rate payers like ourselves 
do the same the idea will be quashed! 
Pam Firth 

VOX POP: LET’S HEAR YOU! 

URGENT! 
CONTACT YOUR 

COUNCILLOR  
NOW!!! 

 
 

Cr Helen Coleman,  Mayor 
0437 940 930 
helen.coleman 

@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
 

Cr Anika Van Hulsen 
Deputy Mayor 
0408 281 905 

Anika.Vanhulsen 
@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

 
Cr Ken King 

0427 549 759 
ken.king 

@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
 

Cr Michael Young 
0437 840 866 
michael.young 

@ nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
 

Cr Bronnie Hattam 
0400 411 862 
bronnie.hattam 

@ nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
 

Cr Meralyn Klein 
0407 801 066 
meralyn.klein 

@ nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
 

Cr Peter Perkins 
0437 455 064 
peter.perkins 

@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Meera Govil (Eltham Bookshop) has received  
permission to reproduce this letter below 
 
Dear Mayor Coleman  
I am writing with regards to the impending 
development of the Town Square. Along with 
many other people, I find it very difficult to 
understand why the Council is heavily involved 
with the construction of a restaurant in the 
already rather cramped town square. And I am 
astonished to hear that people actually signed a 
petition for such a development, unless they 
thought they were voting for public toilets…. 
Kind Regards,  
Luke Harris 
(sent late March - no reply yet ) 
 
Some names have not been published for privacy 
reasons and these represent only a tip of the 
avalanche of letters received via social media, 
emails and handwritten notes from the commu-
nity to express outrage at lack of transparency 
and consultation/communication.  
 
"...My wife and I have been in touch with our local 
Councillor (Binjil Ward) and, surprisingly given her 
political leanings, she is in favour of the proposal.  
We are certainly not, so we spent a long time putting 
our point of view and she totally ignored us. Not 
being put off, we have sought a copy of the "business 
case" that supports a government agency getting 
involved in a risky business adventure with our 
money.  As expected, this is "commercial-in-
confidence" and therefore not available to the public 
(by Councillor decree).  Memories of the East-West 
Link????  We are going to try to get it under our 
Freedom of Information rights. ....not one of the 
MANY people we have mentioned it to has ex-
pressed support for such a development.  For exam-
ple, at a Meeting held in Hurstbridge last Wednesday 
we told at least 100 people about it. Most were 
shocked with disbelief as they are very concerned 
about the impact on their rates, and the total focus on 
spending even more money in central Eltham (let 
alone the philosophical issue of whether a govern-
ment body gets involved in a commercial - risky - 
venture). Regards, Wattle Glen 
 
 Another restaurant in Eltham let alone the town 
square community space is totally unnecessary and 
a huge waste of locally funded dollars. People who 
choose to live here value community connection, the 
environment and diversity. 
 
There are enough run of the mill and average restau-
rants/cafes in this area. Why would you want to 
reduce the competitiveness of current businesses in 
the area and remove a great deal of open community 
space that should be available to all rate payers and 
visitors to enjoy. 
 
 Due to the physical nature and hilly sprawl of the 
Eltham township it is already difficult enough for 
people to have a public meeting place that is easily 
accessible and central. There are enough concrete 
and hard surfaces dominating the area to date. Any 
further development of building structures would not 
only close the feel of the location but block light, 
affect parking and diminish the general outlook and 
its function. 
 Why not get creative and erect a nature garden 
around the amphitheatre that reflects Eltham's values 
with seating and meeting places. Make the place 
attractive so people want to spend time there. Also, 


